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SOUTH Australia has won
the right to host a rationa.I
eco-tourism conlerence next
year that is expected to at-
tlact about 400 natiorta] and
oveNeas delegates,

The 2008 National Eco'
tourism conJeEtrce wtll be
hosted by Ecotourism Aust-
ra]i4 the peak nauonal body ror
the eco-tourism industry.

It ls expect€d to geDerate
morc than $1 minion.

The state's eco-tourism ex'
periences, which range from
srdrrning with sea lions at
Baird Bay to River Murray
cruises, wrlt be on show during
the conlerence in November-

The Ad€laide ConventioD
Tourism Authority predicts tbe
event wlll be worth $690,000 to
the SA economy although the
wider impact wiu be higller.

Tourism Minister Jane
Lomax-Smith said eco'tourism
was an jndustry with hueE po-
tential. "Eco-touism destf

FOUR OF THE BEST
South Austalia s top ecoJriendty

Rawnstey ParkSlation - Exptore
the FLinders Ranges while staying

TemptationSaiting Pty ltd - Go
dolphi r  spot t ingon thesSi t
Temptat ion saiL ing catamaran that
operatesfrom GLenetg.

Banro.k Station Wine and
Wetland Cenlre - Abo! t 200km
rrom AdeLaide,  in  the River tand.
Taste award winning winesand

Baird Bay 0cean Eco EIperience
swim wl th dotph nsandseat  ons

at  an isoLated f ish ingvi lLage on the
Wesi Coast of Eyre Pen nsuta.

nations now attract about 15
per cent of the global tourlst
market and that number i6
climbing fast," she said.

Dr lomax-smith sard the
covemment was committed to
marketing SA's credentials as
a "green" houday destination.

She sa.id SA was abeady a
l e  a d  e r  i n  e c o l o g i c a l l y
sustainable tourism, with
about 15 per cent or the
nation's Eco-certifed tourBm
operato$ based here."Our ?6 Eco-Certified tour-
lsm experiences range ftom

swtnming !'1th dolphhs and
cave-dlvirg to dne-tasting and
camel safaris through the
outback " she said.

"ICe believe SA orers visitors
easily accessible, world-class
ecotourism expeiiences and
there is a geat opporiunity lor
u3 to be a leader in this srea

SA's frst six-star resort - tbe
nature-based soutbem ocean
Lodge ai Hanson Bay on
Kargsroo Island - is expected
to open on March 1.
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