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Range rover

Heading to the spectacular
Flinders Ranges in a four-
wheel-drive means one
thing. The only way to go is
up, writes KYM TILBROOK.

HE last rays of sunshine danced
on the Chace Range, lighling up
the ancient rocks with a soft,
red glow. It was a picture-
perfect end to an afternoon’s
four-wheel-drive saflari deep
into rugged range country cast of
Rawnsley Park Station, in the central
Flinders Ranges, 450km north of Adelaide.

With expert guide T'ony Smith at the wheel,
we had stopped 30 minultes before sunset atop
the Prelinna lL.ookout in the ABC Range so
we could soak up the magnificent views of
the Chace Range, named after carly explorer
and bullock wagon driver William Chace.

We had set out from Rawnsley Park Station
Lthree hours carlier, happy to sil back and let
Smith do the navigating and commentary as
he gave us a taste of two 4WD trips — the
Arkapena Scenic Adventure and the Chace
Range Spectacular.

Arkapena Scenic Adventure follows the
base of the Chace Range and winds its way
through native pine forest to the top of the
ABC Range.

The track is more suitable to mountain
goats than vehicles, but Smith’s long experi-
ence of Flinders four-wheel-driving meant we
clawed our way to the lookout without a
hiccup. This adventure, organised through
Rawnsley Park Stalion, can be done as a

guided safari or as self-drive. Once vou’ve
booked a sclf-drive, you are provided with a
kev to gates and a map of the region.

As we passed through the first gate at the
start of the adventure, Tony informed us:
“We are going to be on some rough road now,
folks. This is a nice mountain track.”

I'he first hill was a beauty. It was into low
gear as we climbed to the first stop which
offered an extensive vista to the northeast.

If we thought that had been a tough section
of track, we were in for a real surprise. It
got rougher and steeper but Smith kept the
turbo-diesel vehicle firmly on track.

After 40 minutes of tough four-wheeling,
we crested the range to be greeted by stun-
ning 360-degree views of Lhe T'linders.

It was now ltime lo relax, with Smith
treating us to some local Flinders Ranges
wine as we sat at a small picnic table, a chill
in the air, waiting for the sun to creale its
magic over the Chace Range.

Farlier in the day, Smith had taken us to
Pugilist Hill opposite the Chace Range. It was
named after two stalion workers who, on

their way home from town, got into a fight.
I'hev apparently started their fisticuffs on the
road below and finished their haymakers on
the hill. Asked why they went to the top of
the hill, Smith said: “One decided he would
have more chance at the top of the hill. Well,
that’s the story according to Uncle Sid (who
once lived in the area).”

From Pugilist Hill, we headed northeast,
stopping to view, from a distance, the old
Baldoura Station Iomeslead, which was
abandoned after it was damaged by fire 45
years ago.

A historical point that can be included on
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the five-hour Chace Range Speclacular is an
area known as the Woolwash. It was here,
alongside Wilpena Creek, that wool from
north-castern pastoral propertics was washed
to rid it of sand before the bullock wagons
carted it through the ranges.

“Washing Lthe sand out of it to reduce
weight made it casier to transport it the
170km to Port Augusta,” said Smith as we
walked alongside the creek, now bone-dry
because of drought.

In good times, the Woolwash is a deep
waterhole and a popular swimming place. A
rope, normally used by swimmers to swing
out over the waterhole before plunging in,
hangs from a river red gum.

The Woolwash is only 100m from what used
to be known as the old coach road, the main
road to the northeast in the carly days. It
crosses the boulder-strewn Wilpena Creek
and winds its way up through the hills.

The going is very rough and rocky, and hell
on tyres. Smith eventually stopped on a rise
and jumped out of the vehicle to show us an
area where a stone culvert was buill in the
1870s to get the bullock wagons down the
steep descent of Maggie’s Hill. In the creek
bed alongside the track, there are Aboriginal
stone engravings of an unknown age. The
Arkapena Scenic Adventure self-drive costs
$20 a vehicle and the Chace Range Spectacu-
lar self-drive is $30 per vehicle.

Safaris from Rawnsley Park cost $90 a head
(including morning or afternoon tea) for the
Arkapena route and $130 a head (including
lunch) for the Chace Range Spectacular.
Bookings for self-drive and safaris can be
made on 8648 0030.

For more information, visit
www.rawnsleypark.com.au

Where to start

Rawnsley Park Station is a great base for
4WD trips, offering four new luxury eco-villas,
which have raised the benchmark in Flinders
accommodation. Its Woolshed Restaurant is
a popular meeting place for lunch and dinner.

The two trips offered by Rawnsley Park are
part of an expanding 4WD market in the
southern, central and northern Flinders.

Nincteen trips along station tracks are now
listed including the nearby Skytrek route on
Willow Springs Stalion and tag-along and sell-
drive tracks on Arkaba Station.

Skytrek offers tag-along or self-drive tours
which cover 60km over six hours. The drive
is regarded as onc of the most exciting in
the Flinders and consists of a series of station
roads, old mining and goat shooters’ tracks
and a fire break linked by 26km of con-
structed track on the 921m-high Mt
Cacrnarvon. Willow Springs, run by the
Reynolds family, offers accommodation in
Lthe manager’s residence, overseer’s collage,
the jackaroos’ cottage and shearers’ quarters.
You can also stav in Moxans Hut, 15km east
of the homeslead through a rugged gorge.

For details, phone 8648 0016 or go to
www.skytrekwillowsprings.com.au

Get on track

The Arkaba Station self-drive track features
spectacular scenery including the FElder
Range and the southern wall of Wilpena
Pound. Self-drive maps and keys are available
from Wilpena Pound Visitor Centre, Hawker
Motors, Flinders Ranges Caravan Park and
Rawnsley Park Sation. A new, [ree, colour
guide to the 19 station routes and 19 pastoral
access routes in the Flinders and Outback is
available from visitor informalion centres in
the region.
For details, phone 8648 0004 or visit
www.wilpenapound.com.au
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